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Meeting held on: April 8, 2010
Meeting called to order 10:00 AM 
We Pledged Allegiance to the flag.  There was a moment of silence and prayer for our recently deceased members Frank Schifano and Ernest Alvarez and for our troops in Iraq and Afganistan
Not Present: Paul Collins, Jr. , Dante Dano, Jr. and Steve Dodd (attending The International Sign Show)
Lois arranged for Dayl Berke from Medicare to give a presentation on all parts, options and eligibility for Medicare. She did a nice job, and it was very informative.

Report of Officers:

Report by Paul Collins, Jr.

(Delivered by Mio Bombardiere)
Local Union: 
 The Union has upcoming negotiations; our contract will end on July, 15, this year.  At our last general meeting we took member’s’ demands.  Regardless of the economy members still want a raise, and want to continue to have the contractors fund the increases to the pension.

National Pension: 
 Last month I attached the pensions’ year end Trustees meeting.  The investments did well, even thought the working hours were down thought the Country by about 13%. The Trustees have been very conservative in the estimates used and because of that the plan will see no changes this year. We hope that in the future the plan will remain on course or even better, improve.

Organizing: 
 This is probably the best program the Union has even put together, it educates and employs our out-of-work members and recovers work for those that are working. The program ends May 1st.

Asbestos Screening: 
 Some of you will receive a notice, strongly suggesting you come in for Asbestos screening on June 26, 2010 here at the Union Hall, please be sure to respond. It is important for you and your family.
I am sorry I was unable to attend your meeting.

Report by Steve Dodd
Steve apologizes for not being present. In New Jersey, there are a few men bouncing in and out of work but the majority of our members are working steadily. New Giants Stadium and Red Bull Stadium are keeping a few shops very busy.  We just finished contract negotiations with CBS and the men working there got a 10% raise over three years.

It seems like work is picking up.

Report by Lois Fusco

Annuity Fund:
 There are 600 participants in the Annuity Fund.
Our total plan assets are $35,096,000. We have 127 outstanding loans which total $1,627,656.

In January 1, 2010, 29 people were actively receiving the 26 week Hardship withdrawal.  Now 7 of them reached the cap and are no longer entitled, 4 members are still taking advantage and the 18 remaining are either splitting time or back to work.

Insurance Fund: 
 Plan assets are $13, 482,000 and the claims are rising.

This month we are really feeling the pinch from low hours and the Organizing rate change. Hopefully contributions will improve for May.

The contribution rate of $8.40 per hour was lowered to $5.10 and the $3.00 difference went to employ out of work members for organizing

Alicare, our Third Party Administrator have moved from NY to Westchester this is effecting there service. We have received two proposals for a new Third Party Administrator to replace them. We have a meeting scheduled for Friday with the second one. We feel sure that by June we will have replaced Alicare. Remember, that means new cards.

Apprentice Training Fund: 
 Plan assets are at $104,000

We have approximately 80 Apprentices attending School every other Saturday thru June.

Scholarship Fund: 
 Plan Assets are at $374,262.

We received approximately $200,000 from the Electric Sign Board, which we will invest.

On April 24, 2010, 14 applicants will be taking our Scholarship test. The Trustees have not decided how many Scholarships to give out.

The Scholarship Golf Outing will be held on August 30th, 2010 at Hempstead Golf and Country Club. Save the dates were sent out and invitations will be sent out in May/June.

Report by Mio Bombardiere

Mio warned of changes to Medicare that are coming up. He asked the members present if they thought we should keep the Retirement Club going. He explained that attendance is down, no new members are joining the club and there are not enough members willing to help out and become officers. He also asked for suggestions. These were a few of the suggestions:
· Have a raffle

· Serve breakfast or lunch

· Have some meetings in New Jersey

· Have and annual Fishing trip

· Serve beer at meetings

· Have only two meetings a year

· Raffle shirts and hats

Joe Miller made a suggestion to get more ideas at the next meeting from members present and also from those that were not able to attend this meeting. A motion was made to adopt this idea and it was seconded. Mio asked all members to bring or send any ideas that they may have to the Union in time for the next meeting, when they will be discussed.

This meeting was adjourned at 12 noon

The Next Retirees Meeting will be Thursday, June 24, 2010 at 10:00am
Respectfully submitted 
Joseph Miller, 

Recording Secretary

  Over (

