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Meeting held on: October 14, 2010
Meeting called to order 10:00 AM 
We Pledged Allegiance to the flag.  There was a moment of silence and prayer for our recently deceased member Kurt Gretner and for the troops overseas.
Report of Officers:
Report by Paul Collins
Local 137 won a most innovative award from the International. Some of our men have been out of work now, for 15 months. The current economy has greatly affected local business and unions. Paul stated that when Bill Clinton was in office he turned a deficit into a surplus; this seems to only happen with a Democratic President. Aside from Bush spending too much he also cut taxes too much.  We need to recoup some of the manufacturing that is being sent overseas. At present, China owns 40% of this country’s production and if the Republicans get in again the situation will only get worse. With Obama things are better than they were however, now very few industries have a pension plan and many public employees work a four day week. It does not seem as if we will be seeing prosperous times for awhile.
The Electric Sign Board was dismantled and $200,000.00 from its funds we’re given to our Apprentice Fund Even though we have recently run our funds down, being able to keep some of our men working was worth it.
Our International Pension Fund was down in June but now it is up by 7%. No matter how hard we have to work we will keep this fund intact. At this time the International is dealing with many problems.

Report by Dante Dano 
We have 65 men out of work at this present time, this is usually our busiest time and my fear is that we will have a big lay off in December. Many members are in bad financial shape. This is the worst that I have seen in my 26 years. This next election is crucial, 90% of Obama’s bail out money has come back. He must maintain a majority. The economy is moving ahead but very slowly. If the Republicans get in, all would stop.
They are very busy in Albany. We have men working there on a State project. When our men work out of town benefits come back to us. Discussions are underway for the Iron Workers and Sheet Metal Workers Internationals to merge.

Report by Steve Dodd
Steve reported he is in negotiations with the New Jersey Contractors. In 2014 the Super bowl will be played at Giant Stadium. This will help our Industry and be a boost to our local economy. Other trades have made “give backs” but that does not save jobs.
Report by Lois Fusco
Insurance Fund: 
In January 2011 we will be using C & R Consulting as our new Third Party Administrator for retired members; hopefully cards will be issued in December 2010. At the Trustees meeting it was decided that the $300 stipend for a Retirees’ Spouse prescription costs will stop after the 2010 check. We have been advised that if we were to continue that stipend we would have to cover the spouse for everything and we can not afford to do that. Our insurance reserves are still in good shape. Insurance claims will be paid from our office (please make sure you are not being double billed by doctors).

Apprentice Training Fund:
We received $200,000.00 from The Electric Sign Board in September which was really needed. With hours down and classes starting the Training Fund was running low.

Scholarship Fund: 
The Scholarship Golf Outing was a great time and we made $21,000.00 for the fund.

Report by Pete Scaglione

Money is coming into our funds so we will get through these times. Some money that was spent on the building has come back to us through the men’s salary that did the work. With recent changes in New York City requirement, there are 26 licenses or certifications required by men in our Industry and offered in our school. Other Local Unions are coming to us for our programs. We now have 60 Apprentices in our school. The City Operators Licenses are almost impossible to obtain with all there requirements.
Report by Charlie Mirabile
Charlie reports that they have been turning around HSBC Bank jobs. Sign-O-Rama (a franchise company) has been taking on larder jobs that should be done by our contractors. We are now documenting non-union contractors that are doing illegal work. Broadway National has still not signed the Contract and we are picketing them. We had a picket line on a Lincoln Center job, the cops were called and Paul was arrested but the situation had a good outcome. The six month organizing campaign was a success and we are now doing some of the jobs that we turned around.

Report by Mio Bombardiere
We have the best administration possible to get us through these hard times. We have a lot of wealthy politicians running for office that seem to be taking care of themselves and their families. This Paladino that is running for governor is frightening!! Next year there will be no increase in Social Security, but also no increase in Medicare.
This meeting was adjourned at 12 noon

The Next Retirees Meeting will be December,9 2010 at 10:00am
After the meeting lunch will be served.

Dues for 2010 are still being accepted from those who have not sent them in and we are now accepting dues for 2011.
Respectfully submitted 
Joseph Miller, 

Recording Secretary
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