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1.  What is the purpose of the Scholarship Fund?


The purpose of the Scholarship Fund is to provide an annual award(s) to one or more eligible participant(s), to be applied for Undergraduate Tuition in an accredited college or university.

2.  How is the scholarship funded?


The funds are to be provided pursuant to Collective Bargaining Agreement(s) duly negotiated and executed by the Union and Industry employers.  The Fund also receives voluntary contributions and endowments.  Money is also raised through our Annual Awards Dinner Dance.

3.
How are award winners determined?


A qualified impartial individual and committee, that the Trustees shall designate, will determine the criteria which shall be used to determine the award winners.

4.  What is the duration of a scholarship award?


Scholarships shall be for one academic year (with payment divided by semester or trimester) subject, however, to being extended or renewed upon annual review (up to a maximum of 4 years total).  It is the intent of the Trustees that once being awarded a scholarship, the student shall continue to receive same throughout his or her undergraduate career, conditioned upon the student's maintaining matriculation, demonstrating academic progress, and providing proof of enrollment.

5.  Who is eligible for a Scholarship Award?


All Participating members in good standing of the Sheet Metal Workers' International Association Local Union 137, their spouses, children (natural and/or adopted) and children of deceased members (within 2 years of death) shall be eligible for scholarship awards.

6.  How can one apply for a scholarship award?


Once annually, the Trustees shall request of the Union, that it notify all members covered by a collective bargaining agreement that scholarships are available.  Any eligible individuals interested in applying for scholarships shall notify the fund, in writing, of their interest in taking a competitive exam administered by an impartial individual.  The applicants will be notified of the time, date, and place of the examination.  The results of the examination will determine the scholarship winners.  An adverse determination one year shall not exclude application in a latter year.

7.  Once the scholarship is awarded, how is payment made?


All scholarships shall be made as reimbursement payments to the family of the recipient, upon proof of registration and payment documentation provided to the Trustees and/or the consultant by the scholarship winner.

8.  What if two applicants receive the highest grade?


In the event two applicants receive the highest grade, the committee and/or an impartial individual shall turn the matter over to the Board of Trustees for determination.  The decision of the Board of Trustees will be final.
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